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Undercover Chicago ; police 
officers infiltrated and spied 
on various community organi- 
zations. that; frequently have 
been at odds With the policies 
of City Hall and the police de- 
partment, a Daily News in- 
vestigation shows. 

Af least five community 
groups have been infiltrated in 
the last three years. 

The groups are the Citizens 
Action Program (CAP), fte 
Organization for a Better Aus- 
tin (OB A), the Alliance to End 
Repression, People United to 
Save Humanity (PUSH) and 
the Metropolitan Area Housing 
I Alliance (MAHA). 



SO COMPLETE was the in- 
filtration that one undercover 
agent, Marcus Salone,' served 
as president of the Organiza- 
tion for a Better Austin for two 
years. 

Another, Melvin . C, Barna, 
took a leadership role in CAP. 

Still another, Geno Addams, 
infiltrated the Alliance to End 
Repression and was active in a 
task force the group formed to 
examine police procedures and 
tactics. 

A fourth, Howard Pointer, 
spied on PUSH until recently 
when he was stricken by con- 
science and voluntarily con- 
fessed -to the group’s leader, 
the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson. 

The Alliance to End Repres- 
sion obtained police documents 
identifying these and two other 
Chicago police undercover 
agents and turned the docu- 
ments over to The Daily News. 

The other agents listed were 
Robert F. Murphy and Frank 
Sabutis, whose assignments 
aren’t known. 

Salaries lor the six tbcai 
about $86,000 a year, according 
to one of the documents. 

POLICE SUPT. James M. 
Rochford is vacationing in Ire- 
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land and couldn’t be reached 
for comment. 

However, First Deputy Supt 
] Michael Spiotto, who is acting 
I head of the department, admit- 



ted that imdercover policemen 
infiltrated community groups 
but did it only “to get informa- 
tion that would enable us to 
control traffic at any demon- 
stration they might hold.” 

He added; 

“The purpose is to keep the 
department Informed of any 
! planned demonstrations, re- 
‘ gardless of whether they are 
' peaceful or disruptive,” he 
i said. 

He said this type of activity 
was discontinued by Rochford 
who decided it was unneces- 
sary. ' 

Deputy Supt. Mitchell Ware, 
who 'is in charge of all police 
intelligence activity, said there 
is a "valid police reason” for 
any Infiltration that has taken 
place. 

When asked to explain the 
reasons for infiltrating CAP, 
whose expressed main goals 



are to improve the environ- t 
ment and better the lot of se- 
nior citizens, or OBA, dedi- 
cated to upgrading the Austin 
neighborhoodi Ware replied: 

“I’m not going to try to jus- 
tify anything to you.” 

Then he added; 

“We’ve got a policy that 
there’s got to be a valid police 
reason, and that’s the only 
time we do it.” 

Ware, who oversees all po- 
lice inMligence activities, said 
he couldn’t be more specific 
“because it could jeopardize 
the lives of undercover 
agents.” 

LEADERS of the groups that 
were targets of the infiltrators 
were more saddened than out- 
raged when Daily News re- 
porters told them of the police 
undercover activities. 

“Man, ttiat comes down 
hard,” said David McLendon, 
executive director of the Orga- 
nization for a Better Austin, 
when he learned Salone was a 
policeman. 

Mrs. Gail Cincotta, who first 
knew Salone as an activist in 
OBA and later in the Metro- 
politan Area Housing Alliance, 
said: 

“Maybe I’m naive, but when 
you deal in conununity work, 
you take people at face value. 

“This hits me so hard, it 
really hurts.” 

The Rev. Leonard Dubi, one 
of the organizers of CAP, ap- 
peared deeply hurt by the 
news that Bama was an agent. 

Father Dubi said Bama was 
trusted and liked by everyone 
in the organization, and his 
own relationship with Bama 
was that of a priest. 

“I baptized his baby,” Father 
Dubi said. 
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“Valid reason” for infiltration 

CAP has been in the fore- 
front of the fight to block con- 
struction of the Crosstown Ex- 
pressway, a project that May- 
or Daley has been pushing vig- 
orously. 

WHEN DAILY NEWS re- 
porters confronted Salone with 
the information Wednesday af- 
ternoon at his home in the Far 
West Side Austin neighbor- 
hood, Salone admitted his as- 
sociation with the DBA and 
MAHA but denied he was a po- 
liceman. 

He contended he was a sta- 
tion master for the CTA and 
his only contact with police 
was as a recipient “of a couple 
of traffic tickets.” 

However, The Daily News 
learned that he was recently 
reassigned from the In- 
telligence Division to a patrol 
beat in the Loop. 

When confronted at Central 
District police headquarters, 
11th and State, early Thursday, 
the uniformed Salone walked 
briskly past reporters with the 
comment, “How ya doin’?” 

BARNA admitted being 
both a policeman and an ac- 
tive member of CAP. 

When asked if he had been 
assigned by his police superi- 
ors to infiltrate the group. 



Bama at first said, “I can’t 
comment on that.” 

Later he contended that he 
had joined CAP just “as a citi- 
zen.” / 

Father Dubi, however, said 
it is virtually impossible that 
Bama or any other policeman 
could assume any highly vis- 
ible role in CAP without open- 
ing himself to reprisals within 
the police department. 

One former policeman, Da- 
vid Sweeney, once attended a 
CAP meeting in uniform and, 
as a result, was suspended by 
the department for two days. 
Father Dubi said. , 

GENO ADDAMS, reached by 
phone, refused to discuss his 
activities with Daily News rfrj 
porters. ' /■ 

However, it is clear that the’ 
Geno Addams who was active 
until about a year ago in the 
Alliance to End Repression is- 
the same Geno Addams who is^ 
a policeman, according to 
John Hill, executive director of 
the Alliance. 

Hill said the home address 
and phone number that Ad- 
dams had given the Alliance is 
the same as that shown in the’ 
police documents. 

In recent days, the imder- 
cover agents whose assign- 
ments could be traced to spe-; 
cific groups all were reas- 
signed out of the .Intelligence 
Division into reglilar police- 
units. 

At the same time, their ac-j 
tivities in the organizations; 
apparently declined consid-,; 
erably. ^ ; 

WHAT WAS the purpose of> 
the undercover activity? ^ 

. No one is quite sure. 

“I can tell you that we went* 
from a viable organization to 
rock bottom under him,” the 
OBA’s McLendon said of Sa- , 
lone’s years as head of the or-- 
ganization. 

Father Dubi said CAP lead-^ 
eirs had been aware there were 
information leaks in the orga- 
nization but weren’t overly 
concerned since “we’re open 
and we vyant it that way.” 




